§ IN THE JUSTICE COURT
YOUTH DIVERSION PLAN § PRECINCT 11

§ ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS

ORDER ADOPTING A YOUTH DIVERSION PLAN

IT IS ORDERED pursuam to Amcle #5.3?6’ (b) o}” tke J’exas Cade of Criminal Procedure
that the Court adopt’s tﬁc Yquth Dti}e},non \Plan hereafter re.ferred to as the “Ellis County
Justice of the Beaoe Precmct #J Yomfh Dtversmn Plan™or “vaermoﬂ; I’I;m

IT IS FU.QTHER ORDE’RF?) th‘a. l‘hﬂ Plan shall nof lmut‘t}ne\t)?pe'# of strategles or services
that may Ee mpoSed ad néed?d Jhihpbesf intergst of the chﬂd mé toi proriiote the itmg-term
safety of the communﬁ‘y ﬁwteﬁes and Servj'q:es may be tallofed to an' \individual ‘case as
determmed by the Judgg, Pmsee‘utor and the Yotlth D1versnon @oﬁiﬂ ator afterad§e$sment
and collaboratlon w1th all ﬁjteres;ad partlbs arfél Sdnfice provnders ,. ]‘

IT IS F URTHER ORD&RED .that t‘be procedunes components and apphcable law
referenced i in the Dtversum Plam éhall be mamtamed on flle for pt;blle mspectlon

g Tl A Y \ 7 | >
- WY % ,!-,‘..

THIS PLAN WILL BECOME EFEEC'IZ[VE JANUARY 1, 2025

SIGNED AND ENTERED on thlS uoday of

L —

| 4
Judge Chris Macon



YOUTH DIVERSION PLAN
JUSTICE OF THE PEACE, PRECINCT 1/1
ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS

Purpose: The purpose of this Youth Diversion Plan is to protect and preserve the interests of
Texas youth who have run afoul of our laws by providing interventions and strategies designed
to assist the troubled youth and to keep his/her record clean and his/her future bright with
opportunity to successfully integrate into society without the burdens of their youth raising
barriers. A copy of this Youth Diversion Plan:shall-be maintained on file for public purposes.

Youth Diversion Coordil_lgtd.[zs::.ﬂié_r'i Housfor, @ourt€lerk from Justice Court, Precinct 1/1.
o A B A X .

Plan Qualificationsi” Ayouthimuist bé 17 years of age'or youfiger ai the time.they allegedly
committed the nph-traffic offense and-shall not have had a-prior-unisuccessful.Djversion Plan.
The youth must'net have signéd.a Diyersion Agreement;within 12 months priortoithe
commenceméntof a new.Agréemient. = S \ &

f

Effective Date of P_!g;i: I { aq‘*u__aE L ébzs 7
Overview of Plan: When a-youth*alfegedly runs afoul of the law and charges are level_eg against
that youth, tHis Plan is %&_jg‘:ﬁ@d“_tdi_ﬁtérvcne_ 1o provide strategies and $ervices whicH may
provide helpful assisﬁan ‘e in/therhopes of averting further'interactigns with the legal-system. The
Plan will be specific fo éash individual youth: The Plin will be mem rid ized in.a wiitten
agreementwhich mu%t besigned by the youth and a'parent. The Agreement will divert and halt
the prosecution of charges which have been’léveled agdinst thé yodth ard the pending charges
will be dismissed at the ogset. Thdi;ﬁ‘g.;aement will be for a:set gim'e as determined by the Youth
Diversion C‘@or%inat‘ogs but will be:no langer:than 180 days. A copy.of tﬁhe executed Agreement
must be protv? ed to the child; the'parent,.the clerk of Yhé-Court, the Yoyt ﬁivers_ion
Coordinators\i d any,other person specified in'the €xecuted Agreement. _

The Agreement will be'monitoredpy the ' Youth{Diversion.Cootdinators who will keep in
contact with the seryice providers, the youtH, and/or the parents of the'youth, to verify that the
requirements of the Agreement are'being administered and followed. his will include the
Youth Diversion Coordinators taking an active,role in communicating withiany providers, the
youth and the parent.

Participation in this Plan.and-execution of the Agreement.is‘not an admission of any guilt,
and no plea is required to participate. ‘Participation is.also'voluntary, and the child and the parent
will be notified of the child’s rights, including the right to refuse the Diversion Plan. The child
must knowingly and voluntarily consent to participate in the Plan, and the signatures of both the
child and the parent are required to invoke the rights under this Plan.

Possible Outcomes: A successful completion of the Agreement will bar the charges leveled
against the youth being revived and prosecuted. The records associated with the youth will be
automatically expunged when the youth turns 18 years of age. The Court may, at its discretion,
amend or set aside certain terms to the Agreement, may extend the diversion period not to
exceed one year from the initial start date, order the parent to perform any reasonable act or




refrain from any reasonable act, continue any scheduled hearing for up to 60 days, and make a
determination that the diversion was successful or unsuccessful.

An unsuccessful completion of the Plan may result in the case being referred for
prosecution.

The Court maintains jurisdiction over the case for the period of the Agreement.

Plan Records: The Youth Diversion Coordinators shall maintain records on all Plans for three
years and shall keep a permanent file on all successful and unsuccessful Plans.

Plan Strategies: Plan strategies.and Imsrventioﬂs mcludq, butare not limited to, any teen court
program, any school related"program, other educationalprogram sueh as alcohol, drug, or
tobacco programs, rehab !,herapy, selfsi pmvement programs ,referrmg the youth to a service
provider addressing (among other.thipgs)-at-risk youth services, juyenile'ease manager services,
work and job skills tfaining, academic-nionitoring and/or tutoring includ")lg GED prep,
commumty-based se:v1ces, ‘miental health screening and/er clinical assessment, private or in-
school coung¢ling, mentoring sm;cesfﬁrdenng the Ghlld to p”ay restitution’on'property offenses
not to exceéd a$lﬂ()rorderuigth child fo-perform commiunity;servite. &p to 20 hours, ‘or ordering
the child and/ot pare tg pérfqr "ziny other reasonable action. | :
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seci’anm ofgfrhe vgsxa:s,f-'amuycwe s, ¥,

: ELIGIBILITY . \\\ 1
~ Avchild shall b‘e‘dj\.rérte;d from formal criminal proseclitlfi |f the child meets the

OBIJECTIVE

The objective of this plan is to develop intervention strategies that redirect a
child from formal criminal prosecution while still holding the child accountable
for the child’s actions. Stated objectives in this agreement must be measurable,
realistic and reasonable and consider the circumstances of the child, the best
interests of the child and the long-term safety of the community.

APPLICABILITY N

This plan appl«és to a ghlld that |s allege’d to have e,ngaged in conduct that
constitytes” as ﬁw‘“lsdemeaner punlshable ‘by a fine | bnly, other than a traffic
offense. This plan does.not prohibit a child-from bérng re\‘,erred adjudicated, or
d;sppseﬁ of as copduct mdlcatmg a needfor supen‘?nsnon under Jitle 3, Family
Code, ora wz;»ve; of Jur;sciletroh and transf‘er pf a chlld S case as provided by

\

eligibility reql.urernents of-Texas Gode of Cnmmal r caﬁ:re, Art 45.304 -
Dlversmn Ellglbmty The followmg are ehglblllty req diremeén!

Must pot have had an unsuecessful d‘iversnon _

Must not haVe'had a 9ucoessful dlversmnlm the pre\nous 365 days
The prosecuting attomay does notohject to'the glyersnon

4, Both the\paren"t and bhﬂﬂ ag:‘&e by }Nritl’en consenttothe diversion

N =

Achild that is-eligible under, thls sectlbn wishes to takethe' case to trial, and the
judge or ‘a jury determines the evidence,would supporta finding of guilt, the
court shall provide the child and the child’s parents the opportunity to accept
placemeﬁt»in-a diversion instead of antering an adjudication’of guilt.

If the child and the.child’s_parents chose to accept the opportunity for diversion,
the court shall place the child.in.the diversion plan. However, if the child and the
child’s parents decline to accept the diversion opportunity, the court shall find
the child guilty and proceed to sentencing.

DIVERSION STRATEGIES

Diversion strategies include, but are not limited to the following, and may be
imposed under an intermediate diversion under Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure, Art. 45.309; or by a justice or judge under Texas Code of Criminal



Procedure, Art. 45.310, or a system of graduated sanctions for certain school

offenses under Texas Education Code 37.144:

1. School-related program

2. Educational Program

a) Alcohol awareness program
b) Tobacco awareness program
c) Drug education program

Rehabilitation program ... —

4. Self-Improvement ngram ('related _to “self- -esteem, leadership, self-
responS|L1|[ft§,v,,er‘r’ipalthyr par&zn’tmg parEntalre*Sfmhamlllty, manners, violence
avondance, ange( mana‘gement life skll[s weliness, mdlspute resolution.

5. Referralof child ta-a serwce provider for sen}mes related 1o,

/ a)-At ns&/outh
'b) Work and ij Skcdls tralnlng, mcludmg jOb mtarv;ewmg and work
pyépafation /-
£) / cac(e jq mon‘itpnng or tutor!ng, mt:luf!mi preparaﬂon i‘or a high
/ sdhbbleqm\.?alency examination admm“gte dunder section 7.11 of

_ [ the.Jexés Education Code.

6. Comm mty:Based Services /| \

7...MeéntalMealth Screening.and ClimcalaSSessment Requlres addntlonalcourt
order ; - |

. 8. Counselmg in\:(udmg pnvaie OTln-sehoolcounseling’

9. MentormgServ‘ces* AN '

10.Pa rtnmpatlon in rneg:l; lon ‘ar other d|spute fesolutlon processes

11.Submit to drug ot atc oltestmg L

12, RequurlhgachlLd to: LY A0 L AP

a) Partn:npate in mediatlan Orother dispute resolutlpn processes

b) “Submit to-alcohol'or drug testing

c) Substantl‘ally comply with-a physicians:or otherlicenses medical or

‘. _mental hedlth professional’s course of treatment
13.Requiring‘a.child, by court order, to:

a) Pay restitution-not to_exceed-$100 for an offense against property

under Title 7, Penal'Code
b) Perform not more than 20 hours of community service
c) Orperform any otherreasonable action determined by the court.

£

PROHIBITIED STRATEGIES

A diversion strategy may not require a child who is a home-schooled student, as
defined by Section 29.916 of the Texas Education Code, to:

1. Attend an elementary school or secondary school, or



Vi.

VIL.

VIIi.

IX."

Xt.
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B Gdo rdm,étmg refertals Yo thé court

2. Use an educational curriculum other than the curriculum selected by the
parent.

AGREEMENT WITH SERVICE PROVIDER
This section left blank for further resources with a potential service provider.

YOUTH DIVERSION COORDINATOR
The Youth Diversion Coordinator:for:this, court is designated as Glori Houston,
andis responsnbleforthe fellowing™ —

Determine whether ﬁhe\(}hlld is elfglblé to pa rtlmpate in the plan

Employing strategles‘mzthon;ed by thls;r plan ¢

Presmtmg andmaintaining diversion agreen1ents
/Mphitoringdiversiofis
; Malntalnlﬂg reaords regarqllng whether one or more \d'Verslons were
/ successful er.;zisuocessfu!,. e \ )

A

| "
| |
\

DIVERSION AQBEEMENT

A diversion agredmerit must u:ientlfy the partles to “the agreemeﬁt and the
respohsibilities! ﬂf the chilt.and the. child’s parént ‘c? gnsure their'meahingful
partncupatlon na qwet.smn under TeXas CCP 45. 309 ar 5 810

|
» 4

\ INfERMED!ATE DIVERSIQN |

A cha rge refeérred.to tms caurt, but has not been flled ig ellglble forintermediate

\ diversion. The Youth Dwerslon Coorq;n@tqrshall advise the thild'and the child’s

parents befqre the.case'is ﬁ{ed that the case may be diverted underthis plan for
a period notto exceed-1.80 days The-ehild must be ellgible under'the guidelines
in the Texas; Code of Criminal Procedure and Sectlon III of this plan.

DIVERSION BYJUDGE

If a charge is filed'with the court, and the child is eligible for diversion, the Judge
shall divert the casezunder-Texas.Codeof Criminal Procedure 45.310. The
child must be eligible under guidelines in the Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure and Section Il of this plan.

REFERRAL TO COURT

The court shall conduct a non-adversarial hearing for a child that does not
successfully complete the terms of the diversion, and the case is referred to the
court. This hearing is designed for the judge to address the child and the child’s
parents to determine whether a diversion should be declared unsuccessful by
the court. The court may also hear from any person who may be of assistance to



Xil.

Xl

XIv.

XV.

| DIVERSION neonaﬁs EXPUNGMENT

the child for the court to determine what is in the best interests of the child and
the long-term safety of the community. The court has options on how to proceed
depending on the outcome of the hearing pursuant to Texas Code of Criminal
Procedure 45.311 - Referral to Court.

DIVERSION ADMINISTRATIVE FEE

The clerk of this court may collect a $50 administrative fee to defray the cost of
the diversion of the child’s case:under:this plan. However, the fee may not be
collected unless spe"e’iﬁéd asa term of the-diversion agreement accepted by the
child’s paren; It the fegq iS] iI‘rqt paid. @fter gNing the-child’s parentan opportunity
to be heard the colirt shpll‘order the parent, if financially, abLe to pay the fee to
the clerk of the court="The.Court-shall waive. ithe fee 'of the Chlld s parent is
mdlgent or does.not. have sufficient resources or mcome to pay the fee. If the
pargnt is ordére;d to, pay gmd rs determined 1o, have.sufficient resources and is

‘ :_'nqit deemed tﬁdtgeht aqd falls to pay, this.is' en\fo!‘Qeabla ‘against the party by
contempt f | pcd . \ -

This plan relqu]rds the court.to/ maintam statlstlaal reco‘rds for eath strategy

| authorized by this'ghapter: Other than statistical/ reoords, all %ther records

generated ‘unden Ihls; plan and the Texas Code of\ Criminal Procedure or
confidential pursua nt! ) Art. 48 0217~ Texas Gode of érimmal Procedure. Al
records of ax dwersmm gertammg to a child under this plan shall' be expunged
W|thout the reqwremen“t Qfa mot|on or request on the'chlld s 18" birthday.

f y

LIABILITY: ™ ° U Y J .
See Te)(as Code of Criminal/ Pl"ocedure Art. 45.049(0 and(,)

STATE LAW CITATION s
Refer to Texas.Code of Criminal Procedure, Chapter 45, Subchapter E - Youth
Diversion.
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ELLIS COUNTY
CODE OF ETHICS FOR JUVENILE CASE MANAGERS

PREAMBLE

The goal of the juvenile case manager is to assist the Court in administering the Court’s juvenile dockets, to
supervise its orders in cases involving juvenile offenders, and to communicate with the Court regarding relevant life
circumstances of juveniles appearing before the Court. The mission of the juvenile case manager is to assist judges
in providing juveniles and their families with resources to shape the juvenile’s future, and to help the juvenile
connect with the community and develop into a law=ahidingcitizen. Those people applying this Code of Ethics shall
keep foremost in mind that the County4§’ gﬁldpd -atatl umes’ by the valuehvof“mt,egrlty, excellence, compassion, and
respect for the dignity of every per§on T R _;_ . i
\ | R 5]

%

) ) SE‘ANDKRDS': /

Confidentiality. A Juvemle ca$e, maﬂager ,shéﬂf not disclose to any unau(honzed petson anyconfidential
information acqume in the course of amplo;mfenl A juvenile case manager shall'not violate, the c0nﬁdenuahty of
juvenile clients’ uql ss the JUﬁll&Case maﬁiger is- seekmg consultauon sﬁ,r\ﬁces from thhm the ‘case management
program or a; school campus, opif; fhe {N ilechas-thieatened to hatm: hlmal:lf hh‘sel( ot others, orgf the juvenile
case managel‘ is provldmg*'detalls qﬂ iyﬁ:ﬂtﬂn&l acl"' 1vity or enterprise. ANN] | .

Conflicts i)f Interest A Juwmlc pa,-,,er manager shall be a}ert to and avoid c(mfhcth of mtexest that m‘ier{ere with the

exercise of professmnal disqrejlou‘aud 1rgparual Judgmeﬁt lrt order to mamlam the ;omrnumiy s trust in the judicial
system, a juyenile case mianagex shohld avoid sohcmng Or accepting improper gxft‘? gratultl.es, ot loans, ‘and should

avoid engagmg in“business relahqﬁships that give ra.se to an aypearance of 1mpr0ppety !

Competence A juvenile case mahager shall endeavors at al! times to perform ﬂﬂiclal duties properly and with
courtesy and diligence. A 1uvem[e case Managcr shai{ 'Fulflll his: ()i* her duty and repregent himself.or hezself only
within the boundaries of his or her educatidnf, fraining, license, cerllflcation. gonsultation received, supervised
experience, orother relevant professional: cmpqrience

Respect for the Law.'A Juve.mla casg tnalinger shail ab)de by hl} federal state, cotm;y, and Justiet of the Peace laws,
guidelines, ordmi;}ces and rules. A Juvenlfe case- matlaget‘ shgﬂ be familiar thh the Texas Co;ie of Judicial Conduct
and the basic standards to whnch members of the Jndfcmry are-held.

Abuse of Position. A juvenile case/manager shall not-use.or.attempt to use his or her, offlCIaI position to secure
unwarranted privileges or’exemptions for himself, herself, or-any other person. A ]uvemfe case manager shall always
maintain appropriate relationships with juveniles and members of their family who have cases in the Court. A
juvenile case manager shall not discrimifiate against-any person on the basis of age, sex, creed, sexual preference,
disability, or national origin.

Private Life. A juvenile case manager shall behave in a manner that does not bring discredit to the County or to
them. A juvenile case manager’s character and conduct outside the court must be exemplary so as to maintain a
position of respect in the County and in the community where he or she lives.

ENFORCEMENT

Any alleged violation of applicable ethical standards shall be subject to investigation and discipline by the County’s
Justice of the Peace court administrator in consultation with the County’s human resources department.



