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DISTRICT CLERK - ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS
PRESERVATION AND RESTORATION RECORDS PLAN

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The purpose of this document is to define the restoration and preservation, digital capture.
storage. retention and management of archived records belonging to the District Clerk’s Office.
Records maintained in the District Clerk’s office have been identified to fall under the category
of Preservation and Restoration Plan’ that will provide reproduction and archiving of such
records and assist in maximizing storage space and making records readily available for
optimum viewing. It is the intent of the District Clerk to follow guidelines set by the Texas State
Library and Archives Commissioner for preservation of such records.

GOAL

The goal is to reproduce and archive all documents, regardless of type, as efficiently as
possible. The District Clerk’s Office is also looking at restoring records, suspending or reducing
deterioration of public records, improving the public access to these documents in a manner that
reduces the risk of deterioration, and possible reducing or eliminating paper documents.

SCOPE

The scope of this document includes the following:
*AIl District Clerk records filed with the District Clerk
*plans to restore and preserve records with significant historical value
* Future plans are to improve public and governmental access and provide an archive for

records that have or will be imaged.

This document addresses the restoration and preservation needs of the District Clerk Records
Archive. No other departments are addressed.

SECTION ONE: RECORDS CURRENTLY IN REPOSITORY

INVENTORY

Currently the District CIerks office holds over 175 books and 145,000 files pertaining to civil
and criminal actions that have occurred on a daily basis.

SECTION TWO: RESTORATION AND PRESERVATION

PERMANENT RECORDS

After reproducing these records, the District Clerk plans to utilize the space for the growing
number of cases occurring daily. The reproduction will allow better access to the records and
will alleviate over crowding of storage rooms and archive facilities by assisting in eliminating
items that are not required to maintain permanently. Historical Records will be imaged and made
available on-line.



SECTION THREE: FUTURE PLANS
Records are currently imaged by case file. The District Clerk is inquiring into the possibility of a
third party vendor imaging the historical records and restoring the remaining minute books
which need to be kept permanently.

PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENTAL ACCESS

It is the intent of the District Clerks Office to make public records accessible on the
computer. by index, at a future date. This will allow additional access to District Court records.
and provide an archive method to back-up our imaging system.

______________________________________

September 12, 2019
Melanie Reed. District Clerk, I1lis County Date



TO Be Published I Time in
the Waxahachie Daily Light
on Wednesday, Septem
ber 18th, 2019:

PUBLIC NOTICE

The Ellis County Commis
sioners’ Court will conduct
a Public Hearing to con
sider a plan for the County
Clerk Records Archive
Fund pursuant to Loc. Gov.
Code §118.025, for the
preservation and restora
tion of the County Clerk’s
records. The hearing will
be held on September 24,
2019 at 2:00 p.m. in the
Commissioners’ Courtroom
of the Ellis County Court
house, 101 West Main
Street, 2nd Floor, Waxa
hachie, Texas.



ELLIS COUNTY CLERK

RECORDS ARCHIVE PLAN 20 19-2020

Pursuant to Loc Gov Code § 118.25, the Commissioners Court may adopt a records
archive fee not to exceed $10.00 (made permanent in the 86th Legislative Session) as part of the
county’s annual budget. The fee for “Records Archive” is for preservation and restoration
services performed by the county clerk in connection with maintaining the county clerk’s
records archive.

Implemented in Ellis County in September of 2002, the fee is paid at the time a public
document is presented for recording or filing. The fee is deposited into a separate records
archive account in the general fund of the county, and interest accrued remains with the
account. Funds generated from the collection of an archive fee may be expended only for the
preservation and restoration of the county clerk’s records archive.

The County Clerk follows guidelines set by the Texas State Library and Archives
Commission for the restoration, reproduction and preservation of all records. Efforts are made
to suspend or reduce deterioration of public records.

Records under the custodial care of the County Clerk:

1. Vital Records including Birth, Death and Marriage
2. Real Property Records including Deeds, Deeds of Trust and various liens and

abstracts
3. Plats and Maps
4. Marks & Brands
5. Military Discharge
6. Misdemeanor Criminal
7. Civil
8. Probate, Mental Health and Guardianship
9. Commissioners Court

10. Historical School Records
11. Miscellaneous Records (Variety)

Plan includes:
• Restoration and preservation of records with significant historical value.
• Mend and repair historical books including but not limited to real property and

commissioners court minutes.
• This includes replacement of book binding, covers and other restoration as

needed.
• Preservation of the records in a digital medium to provide public access in a

manner that reduces the risk of deterioration.

Summary:
The Legislature has provided a means to raise revenue for the management and
preservation of historical county records. The records archive “user” fee is an
alternative to spending general fund monies for these long-term projects. This plan will
be implemented in phases and as money is accrued. All contracted services will be done
through standard purchasing procedures. Approval and implementation of the plan will
ensure the preservation of priceless historical records for future generations.
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AGENDA ITEM NO. PH-i
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court

September 24, 2019

— SHORT TITLE:
— Public Hearing No. 1 to amend and update the 2007 Master Thoroughfare Plan.

LEGAL CAPTION:
Conduct a public hearing to amend and update the 2007 Master Thoroughfare Plan. This
will be the first of two (2) public hearings on this item. A second public hearing is
scheduled for October 8, 2019.

PURPOSE:
Staff is scheduling two (2) public hearings, September 24 and October 8, allowing the
Commissioners’ Court, Ellis County citizens, and the general public-at-large one last opportunity
to provide input, comment, and feedback on the proposed 2019 Thoroughfare Plan Map and
document. The Court received a draft copy of the plan, and there has been an electronic version
available for public viewing via the website since Thursday, September 19. The scheduled date
for adoption is tentatively set for October 8, 2019.

Freese & Nichols, the project consultants, will provide a presentation of the process along with
their findings at both meetings and will answer any questions the Court or the general public
has about this plan.

HISTORY:
On December 19, 2017, the Commissioners’ Court selected Freese & Nichols, Inc. (FNI) to be the
consultant for the Ellis County Thoroughfare Plan update. At its meeting on June 19, 2018, the
Commissioners’ Court approved the contract for professional services with FNI.

The Thoroughfare Plan Update officially kicked off on September 5, 2018 with an estimated
completion and adoption scheduled of approximately twelve (12) months. On December 18,
2018, a request for additional funding was approved by Commissioner’s Court to increase the
number of public input meetings with additional CAD modeling for future planning. Upon the
completion of the project, staff and the consultants will have hosted thirteen (13) meetings
across the County soliciting input from the public on the project.

2018-2019 Master Thoroughfare Meeting Timeline:
V Stakeholder Input — Two (2) days of meetings - October 2 & 4, 2018
V Input at a county-wide event (Midlothian Fall Festival) - October 20, 2018
V Town Hall Meetings — Two (2) meetings -December 3 & 5, 2018
V Resident Steering Committee Meetings — Three (3) meetings

October 4 & December 6, 2018, and April 24, 2019

09.24. 19— Agenda Item PHi —Master Thoroughfare Update
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 CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. SP1 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Simplified Plat – Arrowhead Meadows 
Parcel ID – 231890 
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider & act upon a simplified plat of Arrowhead Meadows.  The property contains ± 
11.892 acres of land in the W. Harmoning Survey, Abstract No. 536, located on the west 
side of Arrowhead Road, ± 2,760 feet southwest of the intersection of FM 1446 and 
Arrowhead Road, in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Waxahachie, Road & 
Bridge Precinct No. 3. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
Dennis Little 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting to plat ±11.892 acres of property into two (2) lots for residential 
use.  
 

 

HISTORY: 
The City of Waxahachie on approved this plat on August 5, 2019.  No other subdivision of 
property exists on this site. 
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan:  
The 2007 Plan classifies Arrowhead Road as a new minor arterial road, requiring right-of-
way dedication of 80-100 feet.  This plat indicates a called right-of-way of 120 feet, 
exceeding the minimum per the County’s Thoroughfare Plan.  
 
Water Provider:   
Buena Vista-Bethel SUD will provide service to this lot with a 12-inch line currently located 
on the property.  
 

 

ANALYSIS: 
The plat meets all the requirements outlined in the regulations.  
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Plat  
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request, as presented.  

   

 
 
 

 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
    
APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2 – PLAT  
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 CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. SP2 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Simplified Plat – Breezy Meadows 
Parcel ID – 201198 
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider & act upon a simplified plat of Breezy Meadows.  The property contains ± 10.011 
acres of land in the E. Balch Survey, Abstract No. 89, located on the south side of Broadhead 
Road ± 2,640 feet east of the intersection of Broadhead Road & Spring Grove Drive, in the 
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Waxahachie, Road & Bridge Precinct No. 1. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
William and Virginia Jilbert 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting to plat ± 10.011 acres of property into two (2) lots for residential 
use.   
 

 

HISTORY: 
The City of Waxahachie approved this plat on August 19, 2019.  No other subdivision of 
property exists on this site. 
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan:  
The 2007 Plan classifies Broadhead Road as an existing minor arterial road.  This plat shows 
a right-of-way dedication of 30 feet, satisfying the County’s requirement. 
 
Water Provider:   
Rockett SUD will provide service to the proposed lots via a 6-inch line located along 
Broadhead Road that meets domestic service requirements per TCEQ guidelines.  
 

 

ANALYSIS: 
The plat meets all the requirements outlined in the regulations.  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Plat 
  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request, as presented.  
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PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
    
APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2 – PLAT  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. PH-1 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 

SHORT TITLE: 
Public Hearing No. 1 to amend and update the 2007 Master Thoroughfare Plan. 

LEGAL CAPTION: 
Conduct a public hearing to amend and update the 2007 Master Thoroughfare Plan.  This 
will be the first of two (2) public hearings on this item. A second public hearing is 
scheduled for October 8, 2019.  

PURPOSE: 
Staff is scheduling two (2) public hearings, September 24 and October 8, allowing the 
Commissioners’ Court, Ellis County citizens, and the general public-at-large one last opportunity 
to provide input, comment, and feedback on the proposed 2019 Thoroughfare Plan Map and 
document.  The Court received a draft copy of the plan, and there has been an electronic version 
available for public viewing via the website since Thursday, September 19.  The scheduled date 
for adoption is tentatively set for October 8, 2019.  

Freese & Nichols, the project consultants, will provide a presentation of the process along with 
their findings at both meetings and will answer any questions the Court or the general public 
has about this plan. 

HISTORY: 
On December 19, 2017, the Commissioners´ Court selected Freese & Nichols, Inc. (FNI) to be the 
consultant for the Ellis County Thoroughfare Plan update. At its meeting on June 19, 2018, the 
Commissioners’ Court approved the contract for professional services with FNI.  

The Thoroughfare Plan Update officially kicked off on September 5, 2018 with an estimated 
completion and adoption scheduled of approximately twelve (12) months.  On December 18, 
2018, a request for additional funding was approved by Commissioner’s Court to increase the 
number of public input meetings with additional CAD modeling for future planning.  Upon the 
completion of the project, staff and the consultants will have hosted thirteen (13) meetings 
across the County soliciting input from the public on the project.   

2018-2019 Master Thoroughfare Meeting Timeline: 
 Stakeholder Input – Two (2) days of meetings - October 2 & 4, 2018
 Input at a county-wide event (Midlothian Fall Festival) - October 20, 2018
 Town Hall Meetings – Two (2) meetings - December 3 & 5, 2018
 Resident Steering Committee Meetings – Three (3) meetings

October 4 & December 6, 2018, and April 24, 2019
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 Town Hall Meetings – Three (3) additional* town hall meetings for increased citizen 
participation - May 7, 2019, May 8, 2019, May 15, 2019 

 Public Hearings @ Commissioners’ Court – Two (2) meetings –  
September 24, 2019, October 8, 2019 

                 *approved by Court in December 2018. 
 
  

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Both public meetings were advertised in the Waxahachie Daily Light on Friday, September 13, 
2019. 
 
Staff would like to thank the Ellis County Commissioners’ Court for their invaluable input and 
generous support during this process.  The Master Thoroughfare Plan is vital to preserving Ellis 
County’s current infrastructure while identifying key areas of opportunity for growth and project 
management that the community helped identify.  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1) Amended Thoroughfare Plan with map (delivered under separate cover) 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
No action is required at this time.   
 
 

 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
 

 

APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
Alberto Mares, AICP, DR 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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 AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.1 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Preliminary Plat – Bella Vista 
Parcel ID – 191729 
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider & act upon a preliminary plat of Bella Vista. The property contains ± 40.730 acres 
of land in the Henry Taylor Survey, Abstract No. 1099, located on the north side of FM 875      
± 1,622 feet west of the intersection of Skinner Road and FM 875, in the extraterritorial 
jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Midlothian, Road & Bridge Precinct No. 4. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
Venture Logistics, LLC 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting to subdivide ± 40.730 acres of property into 32 residential lots. 
Each proposed lot is a minimum of one acre.   
 

 

HISTORY: 
The City of Midlothian approved this plat on August 20, 2019.  No other subdivision of 
property exists on this site. 
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan:  
The current thoroughfare plan classifies FM 875 as a major arterial road, calling for right-of-
way dedication of 150 feet. Currently, FM 875 has an existing right-of-way width of 80 feet. 
This plat shows an additional dedication of 35 feet, satisfying the right-of-way requirement 
per the thoroughfare plan. 
 
Water Provider:   
Sardis Lone Elm WSC will provide service to this subdivision with a proposed 20-inch line along 
the north side of the property. 
 

 

ANALYSIS: 
The plat meets all the requirements outlined in the regulations.  
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Plat 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request, as presented.  

  

 
 
 

 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
    
APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2 –  BELLA VISTA PRELIMINARY PLAT  
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 CONSENT AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.2 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Preliminary Plat of Sagebrush Addition 
Parcel ID – 177540 
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider & act upon a preliminary plat of Sagebrush Addition. The property contains 
±93.032 acres of land in the Mary Powers Survey, Abstract No. 843, located on the east side 
of Longbranch Road ± 3,000 feet south of the intersection of FM 1387 and Longbranch 
Road, in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Midlothian, Road & Bridge 
Precinct No. 4. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
Harlan Properties, Inc. 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting to subdivide ± 93.032 acres of property into 67 residential lots 
and one (1) detention pond lot. Each proposed lot is a minimum of one acre.  
 

 

HISTORY: 
The City of Midlothian approved this plat on August 20, 2019.  No other subdivision of 
property exists on this site. 
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan:  
There are two (2) thoroughfares, both on the City’s Thoroughfare Plan, located within the 
boundaries of this proposed subdivision: 

• Longbranch Road is classified as a minor arterial.  The plat shows a sixty (60) feet of 
right-of-way dedication upon acceptance of the final plat.  The City of Midlothian 
maintains this portion of Longbranch Road. 

• Hayes Road is classified as a minor arterial road.  Seventy (70) feet of right-of-way 
dedication is proposed upon acceptance of the final plat. The City of Midlothian 
maintains Hayes Road west of Longbranch Road.  The County will maintain Hayes 
Road east of Longbranch Road, upon acceptance by the County.   

 
Water Provider:   
Sardis Lone-Elm WSC will provide service to the Sagebrush Addition Subdivision.  
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ANALYSIS: 
The plat meets all the requirements outlined in the regulations.  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Plat 
  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request, subject to the following condition: 

1) Applicant shall submit a utility endorsement form from Sardis Lone-Elm WSC or a 
copy of hydrology study confirming availability of utilities for the subdivision.  

   
  

 
 
 

 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
    
APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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 ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – LOCATION MAP 



DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT               :          dod@co.ellis.tx.us 
Ellis County          : 972-825-5200 

  : co.ellis.tx.us/dod 
 

09.24.19 - Agenda Item 1.2 – Sagebrush Addition Preliminary Plat 
Page 4 of 5 

 

 

 
 ATTACHMENT NO. 2 –  SAGEBRUSH ADDITION PRELIMINARY PLAT  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.3 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Final plat of Prairie Ridge Phase 2C.  
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider and act upon a request for a final plat of Prairie Ridge, Phase 2C. The 
property contains ± 27.399 acres of land in the John Stewart Survey, Abstract No. 961, 
located at the intersection of U.S. Highway 287 and Prairie Ridge Boulevard, in the 
extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Grand Prairie, Road & Bridge Precinct No. 
4. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
PRA Prairie Ridge Development Corp. 
 

 
 
 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant wishes to subdivide this property into eighty-eight (88) residential lots 
and three (3) non-residential lots. 

 

HISTORY: 
Although the Prairie Ridge subdivision is in the ETJ of the City of Grand Prairie, a special 
district created by both Ellis County and Johnson County governs this area.   
 
The Commissioners’ Court approved Fresh Water Supply District No. 1 on August 26, 
2004.  The City of Grand Prairie, Prairie Ridge, the Board of Directors of both the Ellis 
County and Johnson County Fresh Water Supply Districts signed a Developer’s 
Agreement between August and November 2005.  That agreement gave the City of 
Grand Prairie exclusive jurisdiction over “subdivision, plats, and development permits 
with respect to the Land” if the execution of an amended interlocal agreement was 
signed within 60 days of this agreement.  To date, no such document exists for this 
subdivision.   The existing interlocal agreement between Ellis County and the City of 
Grand Prairie requires approval from both entities.   
 
The Commissioners’ Court approved variances for this development for the following 
items listed below at its meeting on September 22, 2008.  The minimum lot sizes were 
spelled out in the Developer’s Agreement executed in 2005. 

• 50 -foot right-of-way with curb and gutter (County requirement is 60-foot right-
of-way with bar ditch section). 

• 1,000-foot spacing requirement between streets.  
• 20-foot front building setback lines (County requirement is 40 feet). 
• 6-foot side yard setback (County requirement is 10 feet). 
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• 15-foot utility easement along the front and 5-foot utility easement along the 
rear (County requirement is 20-foot utility easement along the front and rear 
of each lot). 

 
The City of Grand Prairie originally approved the Prairie Ridge preliminary plat on 
September 8, 2008, and the Ellis County Commissioners’ Court approved the 
preliminary plat on October 13, 2008, however, those plat cases expired, and the more 
recent iteration of the project began in mid-2018.  
 
The Commissioners’ Court approved previous plats for this subdivision on June 19, 
2018, and December 18, 2018.  The City of Grand Prairie approved the phase 2C final 
plat on August 5, 2019.   
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan: 
There are no thoroughfares shown within this proposed development.  
 

 

ANALYSIS: 
The freshwater district will service all the future infrastructure for this proposed 
subdivision (roads, water, sewer) through the City of Grand Prairie and meet all their 
requirements and standards.  As this is the case, staff is currently finalizing an updated 
interlocal agreement with the City of Grand Prairie, and we anticipate bringing it forth 
for consideration and approval by Commissioners’ Court soon.  
 
This plat meets all the requirements outlined in the adopted regulations described in 
the Developer’s Agreement and Ellis County regulations, where applicable along with 
the variances granted in 2008. 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Final Plat (2 pages) 

 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends approval of this request, as presented. 
 

  
  

 
 
 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
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APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 
 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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 AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.4 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Final Plat – Fuentes Ranch  
Parcel ID – 138921 
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider & act upon a final plat of Fuentes Ranch.  The property contains ± 1.24 acres of 
land in the C.H. Hurst Survey, Abstract No. 456, located on Patrick Road ± 2,760 feet from 
Cardiff Lane, in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) of the City of Waxahachie, Road & 
Bridge Precinct No. 4. 
 

 

APPLICANT: 
Liliana Sandoval 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting to plat one (1) lot for residential use.  No other subdivision 
history exists on this property.     
 

 

HISTORY: 
The City of Waxahachie accepted this plat on September 4, 2019.  The City has not acted 
on this plat.  No other subdivision of property exists on this site.   
 
Due to House Bill 3167, the County’s 30-day clock started the day the City received the 
application.  Based on a 30-day approval turnaround, the County has until October 4 to act 
on this plat.  The only Commissioners’ Court meeting before this date is September 24.  The 
next one is October 8, four (4) days past the 30-day mark.  With no Court meeting scheduled 
on that day, this is the latest the County can approve the plat and still comply with current 
state law.  
 

 

OTHER RELEVANT INFORMATION: 
Thoroughfare Plan:  
There are no thoroughfares shown in the vicinity of the property based on the current 2007 
Thoroughfare Plan.   
 
Water Provider:   
Rockett SUD will provide service to the proposed lot via a 16-inch line located along that 
meets domestic service requirements per TCEQ guidelines.  
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ANALYSIS: 
After reviewing the plat, staff does not feel this plat is ready for approval or be approved 
with conditions as there are still many outstanding issues that have yet to be addressed or 
verified due to the short review time staff had with this plat.  Below is a brief timeline that 
highlight staff’s concern over the continued plat review process with the existing interlocal 
agreement.  
 

• September 4 – City receives plat application  
• County 30-day clock starts 
• County has to act on this plat by no later than by Friday, October 4 
• The available Commissioners’ Court dates around this deadline is September 24 

(20 days after initial submittal) or October 8 (34 days after initial submittal).  
• September 9 – The County officially received the plat from the City, five (5) days 

after the City first received it, which further reduced the County review time 
• September 13 – Comments due back to the City 
• September 16 – City sends comments to the applicant, including County comments 
• September 17 – County staff reports due for the September 24 Commissioners’ 

Court meeting.  No idea of whether comments have been addressed. 
• September 24 – County has to act on this plat at this meeting or schedule a special-

called meeting before October 4 to comply.   
 
As you can see based on the above timeline, this will require the County to act on the plat 
before the City does to comply with state law and it avoids the County having to refund 
one-half of the plat fee.  Staff does not want to recommend approving plats with this 
amount of outstanding revisions as it cannot guarantee that the comments will be 
addressed timely or in their entirety as the application did not originate with the County.   
 
Although this is not an ideal situation for the applicant or County, staff feels disapproval of 
this plat is the best course of action to protect the County and comply with state law.  Any 
inaction by the Court at this meeting (unless a special-called meeting is scheduled) will 
result in automatic approval of this plat with all the outstanding issues and refund of one-
half the plat application fees.  State law requires reasons for disapproval be included in any 
action.  
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Location Map 
2. Plat 
  

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends disapproval without prejudice of this request, due to the following 
reasons:  



DEPARTMENT OF DEVELOPMENT               :          dod@co.ellis.tx.us 
Ellis County          : 972-825-5200 

  : co.ellis.tx.us/dod 
 

09.24.19 - Agenda Item 1.4 –Fuentes Ranch Final Plat 
Page 3 of 5 

 

 1. Update plat name to provide the correct name (mislabeled as Jackson Addition) and 
revise plat type in title block to reflect a final plat for the County. 

2. Patrick Road is not labeled.  Label Patrick Road on the plat. 
3. Add Base Flood Elevation (BFE) to plat. 
4. The building lines and setbacks are missing; label them accordingly on the plat. 
5. Update the owner’s name. 
6. Update owner’s dedication language (see sample plat or website for exact wording). 
7. Add signature block for Commissioners’ Court (see sample plat or website for exact 

wording). 
8. The OSSF statement is missing on the plat.  Add the statement along with the 

Department of Development Director signature line for  (see sample plat or website 
for exact wording). 

9. Add ROW dedication acreage. 
10. Label the Point of Commencement, as referenced in the metes and bounds 

description.  It does not correspond to the plat drawing.  
11. Remove box directly above title block. 
12. Plat will only be accepted on an 18x24 sheet as the County Clerk will not receive a 

plat in any other size, even for non-recording purposes.  
13. Provide a letter of release or approval from the County Engineer’s Office. 
14. Pay the County plat application fee.  

 
   

 
 
 

 

PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
 
    
APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
 
 
 

Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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           Subject Property 

 

  

ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – LOCATION MAP 
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ATTACHMENT NO. 2 – PLAT  
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AGENDA ITEM NO. 1.5 
Ellis County Commissioners’ Court 

September 24, 2019 
 

 
SHORT TITLE: 
Accept a drainage bond for drainage for Ike Farms Subdivision.  
 
LEGAL CAPTION: 
Consider and act upon a request to accept a drainage bond No. 323701 in the amount of fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00) for Ike Farms, issued by NGM Insurance Company. The 
property contains a total of ± 19.483 acres of land in the T. Jackson Survey, Abstract No. 574 
located at the southwest corner of Ike Road and FM 878 in the extraterritorial jurisdiction (ETJ) 
of the City of Waxahachie, Road & Bridge Precinct No. 1.  
 

 

APPLICANT(S):   
122 IkeRd, LLC 
 

 

PURPOSE: 
The applicant is requesting the County accept a bond for drainage for Ike Farms, Phase 1.  The 
Commissioners’ Court approved a final plat for this 16-lot subdivision at its meeting on May 7, 
2019.  The amount of the drainage bond is $50,000.  The bond guarantees that the applicant 
shall maintain and repair all defects due to faulty workmanship or materials, which may 
develop during a period of twelve months (12) from September 5, 2019 the date of completion 
and final acceptance of said work until the expiration date of September 5, 2020 for all 
drainage structures or drainage improvements during the construction of Ike Farms, Phase 1.  

  

 

ANALYSIS: 
The drainage plan submitted for Ike Farms meets current County requirements.  
 

 

 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends the Commissioners’ Court proceed in the manner described below: 
1) Approve this request to accept Bond No. 323701 in the amount of Fifty Thousand 

Dollars and Zero Cents ($50,000.00). 
 

 
 
 
 

 

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Copy of Proposed Bond  
2. Draft Order 
3.          Exhibit A - Final Plat as approved by Commissioners’ Court on May 7, 2019 
 
PREPARED AND SUBMITTED BY: 
Sara Garcia 
Development Process Manager 
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APPROVED AND PRESENTED BY: 

 
Alberto Mares, AICP, DR, CPM 
Director of Planning & Development 
Ellis County 
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ATTACHMENT EN 

T NO. 2 

ATTACHMENT NO. 1 – COPY OF MAINTENANCE BOND (2 Pages) 
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COMMISSIONERS COURT OF ELLIS COUNTY 
ORDER NO.     

 
On this the 24th day of September 2019, the Commissioners’ Court of Ellis County, Texas, convened in a regular 
session of said court on the 2nd Floor of the Ellis County Historic Courthouse located at 101 West Main Street, 
Waxahachie, Texas, with the following members present, to wit: 
 
COUNTY JUDGE: 
□ Judge Todd Little 
 
COMMISSIONERS: 
□ Randy Stinson, Commissioner, Pct. 1  □ Paul Perry, Commissioner, Pct. 3 
□ Lane Grayson, Commissioner, Pct. 2  □ Kyle Butler, Commissioner, Pct. 4 
    

AND AMONG OTHER PROCEEDINGS, THE FOLLOWING ORDER WAS PASSED AS FOLLOWS: 
 

AN ORDER OF THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS 
ACCEPTING BOND NO. 323701  ISSUED BY NGM INSURANCE COMPANY, 
IN THE AMOUNT OF FIFTY THOUSAND DOLLARS AND ZERO CENTS 
($50,000.00) FOR IKE FARMS SUBDIVISION PHASE I, LOCATED IN THE 
EXTRATERRITORIAL JURISDICTION (ETJ) OF THE CITY OF WAXAHACHIE, 
ROAD AND BRIDGE PRECINCT NO. 1, WITH PROPERTY MORE FULLY 
DESCRIBED IN EXHIBIT “A”, PROVIDING A CONFLICTS CLAUSE; 
PROVIDING A SEVERABILITY CLAUSE, AND PROVIDING FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE, AS PRESENTED. 

 
WHEREAS, the Commissioners Court of Ellis County, Texas adopted the “Ellis County Growth Initiatives, 

Volume I – Subdivision and Development Standards on September 3, 2019, pursuant to Minute Order 378.19, 
hereinafter referred to as “Development Regulations”; and, 

 
WHEREAS, “Development Regulations,” Section VII (A) (2) (Performance Guarantees) states, 

“infrastructure is built according to the established regulations and any other required conditions set forth in the 
plat.”; and, 
 
WHEREAS, “Development Regulations,” Section VII (B )(1) states “Prior to construction and to ensure roads, 
streets, signs, and underground utilities and required drainage and drainage structures are constructed in a timely 
manner, and in accordance with the terms and specifications contained in these regulations,”; and,   

 
WHEREAS, “Development Regulations,” Section VII (C) (3) states, “The bond or irrevocable letter of credit shall be 
executed by a surety company authorized to do business in the state of Texas,  made payable to the County Judge 
of Ellis County, Texas or their successor in office”; 
 
 

ATTACHMENT NO. 2 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF ELLIS COUNTY TEXAS, THAT: 
 
SECTION 1. ACCEPTANCE OF BOND 
The Commissioners’ Court finds that the proposed Bond satisfies the criteria outlined in Section VII of the adopted 
Development Regulations apply and hereby accept Bond No. 323701 issued by NGM Insurance Company in the 
amount of Fifty Thousand Dollars and Zero Cents ($50,000.00) for Ike Farms Subdivision Phase I, located in the ETJ 
of the City of Waxahachie, Road and Bridge Precinct No. 1.  
 
SECTION 2.  CONFLICTS. 
To the extent of any irreconcilable conflict with the provisions of this Order and other orders of Ellis County 
governing the use and development of the Property and which are not expressly amended by this Order, the 
provisions of this Order shall be controlling. 
 
SECTION 3. SEVERABILITY CLAUSE 
If any section, paragraph, sentence, phrase, or word in this order is held invalid or unconstitutional, such holding 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this order; and the Commissioners Court hereby declares 
it would have passed such remaining portions of the Order despite such invalidity, which remaining portions shall 
remain in force and effect. 
 
SECTION 4. EFFECTIVE DATE. 
This Ordinance shall become effective from and after the date of its passage, and it is accordingly so ordained. 
 
PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED IN OPEN COURT BY THE COMMISSIONERS’ COURT OF ELLIS COUNTY, 
TEXAS ON THIS THE 24TH DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2019. 
 
 
       
Todd Little, County Judge 
 
 
________________________________________            _______________________________________ 
Commissioner Randy Stinson, Precinct. No. 1              Commissioner Lane Grayson, Precinct No. 2
  
 
 
              
Commissioner Paul Perry, Precinct No. 3                            Commissioner Kyle Butler, Precinct No. 4 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
       
Krystal Valdez, County Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A – FINAL PLAT  

























































































Ellis County, Texas                       2019/2020 Fiscal Year Budget 
 

   
    

Ellis County Commissioners, 
Court Order No. ______ September 24, 2019, Commissioners Court 

LEVY A TAX RATE FOR THE TAX YEAR 2019 
  
The Commissioners’ Court of Ellis County does hereby levy or adopt the tax rate on $100 of valuation for the 
County of Ellis for the tax year of 2019 as follows:  
  
County Rate:        
Maintenance and Operation:   0.301445  
Interest and Sinking Rate:      0.028112  
Total County Rate:                 0.329557  
  
Farm to Market (Lateral):      0.030976  
  
Total Tax Rate of:         0.360533  

  
THIS TAX RATE WILL RAISE MORE TAXES FOR 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS THAN LAST YEAR’S TAX 
RATE. THE TAX RATE WILL EFFECTIVELY BE RAISED BY 
5.99% PERCENT AND WILL RAISE TAXES FOR 
MAINTENANCE AND OPERATIONS ON A $100,000.00 HOME 
BY APPROXIMATELY $19.32.    

Record vote by name    
         

County Judge, Todd Little     
         

Commissioner, Randy Stinson, Pct. 1     
         

Commissioner, Lane Grayson, Pct. 2    
         

Commissioner, Paul Perry, Pct. 3    
         

Commissioner, Kyle Butler, Pct. 4     

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

____________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 

________________________________ 



 

B U D G E T    C E R T I F I C A T E  

  

   
  

ELLIS COUNTY, TEXAS  
  

Budget Year from October 1, 2019 to September 30, 2020  
  
  
THE STATE OF TEXAS     
  
COUNTY OF ELLIS     
  
  
 We, Todd Little, County Judge, Krystal Valdez, County Clerk, and   
  
Miykael Reeve, County Auditor, of Ellis County Texas, do hereby certify   
  
the attached budget is a true and correct copy of the budget of Ellis County,   
  
Texas, as passed and approved by the Commissioners’ Court of Ellis County, Texas   
  
on the    day of   2019, as the same appears on file in the office of the  
  
County Clerk of said County.  
  
      _________________________________  
      COUNTY JUDGE  
  
  
      _________________________________  
      COUNTY CLERK  
  
  
      _________________________________  
      COUNTY AUDITOR  
  
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO before me, the undersigned authority, the      
  
day of      2019.  
     _________________________________  
      Notary Public, State of Texas      
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